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was eledrifed again about ten o’clock, and has 
had no fymptom of the ague fince 3 viz. for three 
months. 

The above is attefted by 

Ann Torry, the perfoti cur eel. 

Rob t . Br yd one, Minijler of 
Coldinghame. 


XCV. An Account of the Black Afftze at 
Oxford, from the Regijler of Merton Col¬ 
lege in that Univerfoty. Communicated by 
John Ward, LL. D. With fome addi¬ 
tional Remarks. 

Anno nono D. Bickley Cufodis, 15-77. 

Read May 25, *^r T Iceffimo (1) primo Julii in veftiario 
*7S 8 - y Dnus cuftos et odo Seniores dif- 
penfarunt cum Decreto de condone et appitdantia ha- 
bendis, die Dominico poji feftum S" Petri ad vincula ; 
ne vocata et conveniente turba, morbus ille, qui ante 
quinque dies quamplurimos infeftarat, diffipatior et 
periculofior fiat. Etenim if, 16, et 17, hujus Julii 
aegrotant plus minus trecenti homines } et infra duo- 
decim dierum fpatium mortui funt (ne quid errem) 
centum fcholares, praeter cives non paucos. Tem- 
pus fine dubio calamitofiflimum et ludu plenum. 


(1) Sic in regift, et poftea haud femel. 

4 U 2 Nam 
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Nam quidam ledlos diflerentes (2), agitati nefcio quo 
morbi et doloris furore, fuos cuftodes baculis caedunt 
et abigunt; alii per areas et plateas infanientium more 
circumcurfant; alii in profundam aquarum praeci- 
pites infiliunt ; nemo tamen, fummo Deo gratia, de- 
fperanter perit. Franguntur omnium animi. Fu- 
giunt medici, non propter neeeffitatem fratrum, fed 
propter fe et ciftas creati. Relinquuntur miferi. Do¬ 
mini, dodtores, et collegiorum praefedti, ad unum 
pene omnes abeunt. Cuftos nofter, longe omnium 
vigilantiflimus, domi apud nos manet ; in aegrotis 
omnem curam, laborem, diligentiam impenfus (3) 
collocat; die toto, et nodte etiam intempefta, eos 
fedulo invifit. Moriuntur e noftris quinque. Omnis 
aula, omne collegium, aut domi, aut in via ad pa- 
triam, fuos habet mortuos. Mirari quis poflet mul- 
titudinem ad medicaftrorum domos cum matulis ci¬ 
tato curfu properantium. Pharmacopolarum etiam 
confervata fyrupos, olea, aquas dulces, pixides, cu- 
jufqud generis confedliones, breviflimo tempore ex- 
haufta. Laborant aegroti vehementiflimo turn capitis 
turn ftomachi dolore ; vexanlur phrenefi ; privantur 
intelledlu, memoria, vifu, auditu, et caeteris etiam 
fenfibus. Crefcente morbo, non capiunt cibos, non 
dormiunt, miniftros aut cuftodes non patiuntur. Sem¬ 
per, vel in ipfa morte, mirae orum ftrenuitas et cor¬ 
poris robur; et eo declinante, omnia modis impenfe 
contrariis eveniunt. Nulli complexioni aut confti- 
tutioni parcitur ; cholericos tamen praecipue hie mor¬ 
bus moleftos habet; cujus ut caufas, fic et curas ig¬ 
norant medici. Natum fufpicantur multi, vel ex 


(2) Sic m regift. (3) Sic in regift. 

foetida 
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foetido et peftilenti furum e carceribus prodeuntium 
aere (quorum duo vel tres funt ante paucos dies in 
vinculis mortui) vel ex artificiofis diabolicis et plane 
papifticis flatibus e Lovanienfi barathro excitatis, et 
ad nos fceleftiflime et clam emiffis. Nam illi folum 
et hie et alibi decumbunt aegroti, qui in caftro, et 
gnilda , quam appellant, aula, quinto et fexto hujus 
menfis adfunt (4). Aflifiorum judices, dominus 
Robertus Bell, capitatis baro fcaccarii etc. qualem 
hadtenus non peperit Anglia; dominus Johannes 
Barrham, dominae reginae lerviens ad legem; papifti- 
cae pravitatis uterque apertiflimi holies et acerrimt 
vindices: vicecomes Oxonienfis comitatis (5), equites 
aurati duo, armigeri et pacis jufticiarii odlo, generofi 
plures, horum non pauci famuli, omnes (uno aut 
altero exceptis) de grandi, ut loquuntur, jure, ftatira 
poll fere relidtam Oxoniam mortui funt. Et ut quif- 
que fortiffimus, ita citiffime moritur. Foeminae non 
petuntur, nec certe pauperes; neque etiam inficitur 
quifquam, qui aegrotorum necefljtatibus fubmini- 
Rrarit, aut eos inviferit. Sed ut fuit morbus hie in- 
hgniter violentus, ita neque diu duravit. Nam infra 
unius menfis curriculum ad priftinam pene fanitatem 
reftituuntur omnes; ut jam denuo mirari poffis tot 
fcholares, tot etiam cives, urbem et plateas linteis 
capitibus obambulantes, et nomen clementiffimi Def 
nofiri in omne aevum fufpicere (6). 

Viceflimo quarto Julii Joannes May, focius et 
artium magifter, in collegio vitam finit. Sepelitur 
in ecclefia. 


(4) Sie in regifl. (5) Sic in regift. (6) Sic in regiffi, 

Viceflimo 
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Viceffimo feptimo ejufdem Browne clericus mori¬ 
tur in collegio. 

Viceffimo odtavo ejufdem Gaunte portionifta rao- 
ritur in collegio. 

Viceffimo nono Dnus Lea, eledtus probationarius 
ao Julii, moritur in collegio. 


Additional Remarks> by Tho. Birch, D. D. 
Secret . R. S. 

C Amden, in his Annals of Queen Elizabeth (i), 
obferves, that almoft all, except women and 
children, who were prefent at the affizes at Oxford, 
at the tryal of Rowland Jenkes, a Bookfeller there, 
for feditious words, died, to the number of about 
three hundred. Mr. John Stow, in his Chronic/e of 
England (2), enlarges this number, and affirms, that 
there died in Oxford three hundred perfons, and in 
other places two hundred and odd, from the 6th of 
July to the 12 th of Auguft j after which died not 
any of that fcknefs ; for one of them infested not an¬ 
other : And this hiftorian agrees with Camden, that 
not any one woman or child died thereof. Dr. 
George Ethryg, a phyfician, who pradtifed at that 
time at Oxford (3), in the 2d book of his Hypomne- 
mata queedam in aliquot Libros Pauli JEginetoe, feu 


(1) Page 285. edit. Lugd. Batav. 1625. 

(2) Page 681. edit. London, 1631. 

(3) Wood Hift. et Antiqu. Univeriit. Oxon. lib. i. p. 295. and 
Athen. Oxon. vol. I. col. 237. 

Obferva - 
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Obfervation'u Medicamentorum, qua hac atate in ufu 
funt , printed at London in if 88 , in 8vo, mentions, 
that on the firft night of the appearance of the dif- 
feafe about fix hundred fell fick of it j and that the 
next night an hundred more were feized in the villages 
near Oxford. Lord Bacon, in his NaturalHijlory , evi¬ 
dently refers to this, and one or two more inftances 
of the fame kind, in the following pafTage, Century 
X. N°. 914. “ The moft pernicious infection next 
“ the plague is the fmell of the goal, where prifoners 
“ have been long and clofe and naftily kept j where- 
“ of we have had in our time experience twice or 
4< thrice, when both the judges, that fat upon the 
“ goal, and numbers of thofe, that attended the 
“ bufinefs, or were prefent, fickened upon it, and 
“ died. Therefore it were good wifdom, that in 
“ fuch cafes the goal were aired before they be 
“ brought forth.” We have like wife an account in 
Mr. Anthony Wood (4), that at the quarter-feffion 
at Cambridge, in Lent in the year 1522, and the 
13th of the reign of Henry VIII. the juftices, gen¬ 
tlemen, and bailiffs, with moft of the perfons pre¬ 
fent, were feized with a difeafe, which proved mor¬ 
tal to a confiderable number of them ; thofe, who 
efcaped, having been very dangeroufly fick. With 
regard to the unhappy inftance of the fame kind of 
contagion, which happened at the feflion in the Old 
Baily in May 1750, fee Dr. Pringle’s excellent work, 
intitled, Obfervations on the Difeafes of the Army in 
Camp and in Garijon (5). 


(4) Bift. & Antiquit. Univerfit. Oxon. ubi fupra. 

(5) P a ge 290, 2d edit. 

xevi 


